CLEMENCEAU

conflict has been, it may have been fortunate for mankind that
the Junkers, his son and the General Staff forced the Emperor's
hand.

When, consequently, Clemenceau took the lead in French
affairs, he soon found that the sacrifice of M. Delcass6, the
friend of Edward VII, to the pretended German injury had
been made in vain. There was no intention whatever, either
then or later, of coming to a really permanent settlement of
outstanding grievances against France, although the position
in Morocco was eventually used to gain great advantages in
other parts of Africa. Germany was, in fact, a permanent
menace to the peace of Europe and the world; but those
who said so, and adduced plain facts to justify their contentions,
were unfortunately denounced both by capitalists and Socialists
in every country as fomenters of war. This insidious propa-
ganda, which tended to the advantage of Germany in every
respect, was already going on in 1906, when M. Clemenceau
joined M. Sarrien's Cabinet, and when he formed a Cabinet of
his own. This was publicly recognised.

This is what M. Clemenceau said at Hyeres, after some furious
attacks had been made upon France in the German official
newspapers; no German newspapers being allowed to print
comments on foreign affairs without the consent of the Foreign
Office: " No peace is possible without force. When I took
office I myself was persuaded that all European nations were
of one mind in wishing for peace. But almost immediately,
without any provocation whatever from us, a storm of calumny
and misrepresentation broke out upon us, and we were com-
pelled to ask ourselves, ' Are we prepared ? ' "

On October 23rd of the same year, M. Sarrien resigned, and
M. Clemenceau formed his Cabinet. It comprised, among
others, Messrs. Pichon (Foreign Affairs), Caillaux (Finance),
Colonel Picquart (War), Briand (Justice and Education),
Viviani (Labour), and Donmergue (Commerce). A more
peaceful Cabinet could hardly be. M. Pichon, who took the
place from which M. Delcass6 had been forced^to resign because
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